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Program Notes

Eric Ewazen's Concerto for Tuba or Bass Trombone began life as a Sonata for Tuba
or Bass Trombone and Piano. The tuba version of the piece was written for and is
dedicated to Karl Kramer, who premiered the piece as Sonatd for Tuba and
Piano at the New World School of the Arts in Miami, Florida in February of
1996. The New York premiere of this same version took place in April of that
year with Jacomo Bairos on tuba and the composerat the piano. The premier
performance with bass trombone as the solo instrument took place at the
International Trombone Association Festival held at the University of
Illinois in May 1997, with John Rojak as soloist. On the suggestion of Warren
Deck, the accompaniment was orchestrated and. certain changes made to
convert the work into a concerto, to be used as the contest piece for low
brass held at the Juilliard School in the fall of 1998. In this format, the work
was premiered on November 4, 1998 at Avery Fisher Hall in New York City
by bass trombonist Stefan Sanders with the Juilliard Orchestra under the

direction of Jahja Ling. The Concerto is dedicated to the Juilliard School.
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Eric Ewazen was born in 1954 in Cleveland, Ohio. He studied composition with Samuel
Adler, Milton Babbitt, Warren Benson, Gunther Schuller, and Joseph Schwantner at the
Eastman School of Music, Tanglewood and The Juilliard School, where he received his
DMA. He has been a member of the faculty at Juilliard since 1980, composer-in-residence
with the St. Luke's Chamber Ensemble of New York City and vice-president of the
League of Composers-ISCM..

A recipient of numerous composition awards and prizes, his works have been
commissioned and performed by many chamber ensembles and orchestras around the
world. Soloists in performance of his music include members of the New York
Philharmonic, the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Boston Symphony, the Cleveland
Orchestra, the Chicago Symphony, the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, and the Vienna
Philharmonic. His music has been heard at festivals such as Woodstock, Tanglewood,
Aspen, Caramoor, and the Music Academy of the West.

His chamber music and his sonatas for wind and brass instruments have quickly become
staples of the repertory. Southern Music Company has published a number of
compositions by Dr. Ewazen, including his sonatas for trumpet, horn and trombone; the
Concerto for Tuba (or Bass Trombone); Concerto for Trumpet and Strings; Roaring Fork Quintet
(woodwind quintet); Ballade for Trombone (or Bass Trombone) and Piano; Ballade, Pastorale and
Dance for Flute, Horn and Piano; Shadowcatcher, a concerto for brass quintet; and Trio for
Trumpet, Violin and Piano.

Well-Tempered Productions has released two all-Ewazen compact discs, featuring,
among other ensembles and soloists, the American Brass Quintet and the St. Luke's
Chamber Ensemble. Among his recorded works are the Symphony in Brass (Summit Brass
on Summit Records), Colchester Fantasy (American Brass Quintet on Summit Records, and
the Center City Brass Quintet on d'Note Records), Sonata for Trombone (Joseph Alessi on
Cala Records), Trio for Trumpet, Violin and Piano (Philip Smith on Cala Records), The
Diamond World (the Ahn Trio on EMI Classics), Balladfor Clarinet, Harp, and String Orchestra
(CRS Records), The Tiger (Robert White, tenor, on Hyperilon), Roaring Fork Quintet
(Borealis Wind Quintet on Helicon), Ballade, Pastorale and Dance (Margaret Swinchoski on
Albany Records), Dagon IT (David Taylor on New World Records), and Shadowcatcher (the
American Brass Quintet accompanied by the Juilliard Wind Ensemble on New World
Records).

RENTAL—Please return these materials to m \./:
Att. Rental Returns, Hal Leonard Corp. ol oo

1210 Innovation Drive =HALeLEONARD®
Wmona’ MN 55987’ USA www.keisersouthernmusic.com
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